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Located in the heart of the Gila Valley, Thatcher is the 
geographic center of a growing and vibrant economic region.  
Within the Town limits sits the tree-lined campus of Eastern 
Arizona College.  Founded in 1888, Eastern Arizona College 
has a distinguished history as Arizona’s oldest community 
college.  Additionally, the regional 18-hole golf course may be 
found within the municipal limits.  Combining geographic 
location and transportation access, Thatcher boasts some of 
the region’s prime retail locations.  Sales for the regional 
market exceed $840 million annually and growing. The Town 
of Thatcher is a regional economic hub and is emerging as the 
upscale community of the Gila Valley. 
A REDI accredited community 
 
Founded: 1888 Distance to Major Cities: 
Incorporated: 1899 Phoenix: 160 miles 
Elevation: 2,929 Tucson: 134 miles 
County: Graham County 
Nearby Highways: I-10; US 70; US 191 
Enterprise Zone available 
 
POPULATION 
 1990 2000 2007 

Thatcher 3,763 4,022 5,235 
Graham County 26,554 33,489 37,338 
Arizona 3,665,228 5,130,632 6,500,194 
 
Sources: AZ. Dept. of Commerce and U.S. Census Bureau 
 
PRINCIPAL ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES 
Agriculture, once a mainstay of the Thatcher economy, is being 
eclipsed by higher education and the retail sector as the 
community’s economic drivers.  Although not directly located 
within the municipal limits, Freeport McMoRan Copper & Gold 
Inc.’s major North American copper facility is less than a dozen 
miles from Town Hall.  This facility is pumping over $60 million 
dollars annually into the local economy and is expected to 
continue to do so for the next quarter century.  With its hub 
location, Thatcher is seeing retail trade and the service sector 
emerging as major players in their economic outlook.  Once 
agricultural lands are being converted to residential and retail 
uses. 
 
County Employment  2007 
Other Private Service-Providing 2,925 
Government 2,800 
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 1,600 
Goods Producing 1,100 
 
Source: Arizona Department of Commerce 
 
Private Employers 
Bashas’ 
Freeport McMoRan Copper & Gold Inc. 
Mount Graham Regional Medical Center 
Safeway 
Thatcher Building Supply 
Wal-Mart 
 
Public Employers 
Eastern Arizona College 
Thatcher Public Schools 
Thatcher Town Government 

 
LABOR FORCE DATA 
 1990 2000 2007 

Civilian Labor Force 1,509 1,775 2,117 
Unemployment 73 65 59 
Unemployment Rate 4.8% 3.7% 2.8% 
Source: Arizona Department of Commerce 
 
Growth Indicators 1990 2000 2007 
New Bldg. Permits 67 67 219* 
Taxable Sales 39.2 mil 89.7 mil 80 mil** 
Net Assessed Value ($) 7.7 mil 11.8 mil 18.6 mil 
 
Sources: Arizona State University; AZ Dept. of Revenue; AZ Tax Research Foundation. 
* Source: Town of Thatcher 
** Note: (not reflected in figure) Thatcher receives 30% of the sales tax revenue in a 2006 - 
2007 revenue sharing agreement with Safford. 
 
SCENIC ATTRACTIONS 
Coronado National Forest provides many recreational 
opportunities.  Southwest of the Town are the Pinaleno 
Mountains and the 10,720-foot Mount Graham. Swift Trail 
provides a route to the summit and features picnic and 
camping sites.  At alpine elevations above Thatcher is Riggs 
Lake, an excellent camping and fishing destination.  Scenic 
U.S. 70 connects Thatcher with recreation areas at San Carlos 
Lake and Coolidge Dam.  To the west are Klondyke and 
Aravaipa Canyon, a designated primitive area.  To the south, 
Roper Lake State Park features natural mineral water hot 
springs along with developed camping sites and excellent 
fishing.  Other recreational opportunities are Hot Wells Dunes, 
Gila Box Riparian National Conservation Area and Black Hills 
Back Country Byway.  Thatcher is on the famous “Salsa Trail”. 
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TAXES 
Property Tax Rate 1990 2000 2007 
Elementary/High School $ 6.07 $ 5.98 $ 5.66 
City/Fire District $ 0.18 $ 0.01 $ 0.00 
Countywide $ 4.79 $ 4.32 $ 3.87 
Totals $11.04 $10.31 $ 9.53 
Source: Arizona Tax Research Foundation. 
Note: Tax rate per $100.00 assessed valuation. 
* School district participates in the Gila Institute for Technology (GIFT). 
 
Sales Tax Rate 
City/Town 2.00% 
County 0.50% 
State 5.60% 
 
Source: League of Arizona Cities and Towns 
 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
A variety of recreational facilities are available in Thatcher 
ranging from tree filled parks and ball diamonds to the regional 
municipal golf course.  Residents also enjoy the 
comprehensive facilities of Eastern Arizona College with its 
gymnasium, wellness center, conference facilities, and 
swimming pool.  In addition to its academic and vocational 
courses, EAC offers a wealth of diverse cultural events from 
concerts to a summer arts program.  Bachelors and Masters 
Degree programs are offered through Northern Arizona 
University located on the EAC campus. 
 
Educational Institutions Public Private 
Elementary Y N 
Middle School Y N 
High School Y N 
Community College Y N 
 
Financial 
Full banking and financial services are available within 3 miles of 
Thatcher Town Hall 
 
Government 
Fire Department: Volunteer 
Law Enforcement: Town Police Department 
 
Medical 
The Mount Graham Regional Medical Center is located on Thatcher’s 
eastern boundary providing Life-Flight services, CAT-SCAN facilities 
and a new state-of-the-art cancer and heart center. 
 
Airport 
The Regional Airport is located within 10 miles of the Town and hosts 
two lighted/paved jet capable runways.  Full services are available. 
 
Hotel & Lodging 
Number of Rooms: 210 
Meeting Rooms: 21 
Capacity of Largest Facility: 1,000 
 
Industrial Properties 
For more information contact the Town of Thatcher or the Graham 
County Chamber of Commerce. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Utilities 
Electricity: Thatcher Municipal Utilities 928.428.2290 
Natural Gas: Graham County Utilities 928.485.2451 
Propane: Griffen Propane 928.428.0071 
Propane: Matlock Gas Co. 928.428.0641 
Sewer: Thatcher Municipal Utilities 928.428.2290 
Telephone: AT&T (statewide) 800.222.0400 
Telephone: Qwest (statewide) 800.244.1111 
Water: Safford Municipal Utilities 928.348.3100 
 
Cable Providers: Yes Cable Internet Service: Yes 
Digital Switching Station: Yes Fiber Optics: Yes 
Internet Service Provider: Yes 
NOTE: Full high-speed wireless internet and phone services by all major providers 
 
Weather 
 Avg. Low (ºF) Avg. High (ºF) Prec (in.) 

Jan. 28.7 60.0 0.7 
Feb. 31.9 64.8 0.6 
Mar. 37.0 70.6 0.6 
Apr. 43.2 79.7 0.3 
May 51.1 88.8 0.2 
June 60.2 98.0 0.3 
July 67.7 98.2 1.6 
Aug. 65.9 95.7 1.6 
Sept. 58.9 92.1 1.0 
Oct. 47.1 82.4 0.9 
Nov. 35.4 69.2 0.5 
Dec. 28.8 60.2 0.8 
Annual 46.3 80.0 9.0 
Source: Western Regional Climate Center, www.wrcc.dri.edu. 
Period of record 1948 – 2005. Average Snow Depth 1.0”. Nearest weather data available from 
Safford Agricultural Center, AZ. 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information, contact: 
 

Town of Thatcher 
3700 West Main Street 
Thatcher AZ 85552 
Phone: (928) 428-2290 
Website: www.thatcheraz.com 
Contact: Mr. Terry Hinton, Town Mgr. 
 
Graham County Economic Development 
Commission 
1111 Thatcher Blvd. 
Safford, AZ 85546 
Phone: (928) 428-2511 
Website: www.graham-chamber.com 

 
This profile was prepared by the Arizona Department of 
Commerce in cooperation with local sources. 

 
 

 
  
1700 W. Washington St., Ste. 600 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
602.771.1100/FAX: 602.771.1200 
http://www.azcommerce.com 
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