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The Arizona Commerce Authority (ACA), in cooperation with the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), the Arizona District Export Council and the US Commercial Service, is offering funding for small and medium-sized manufacturing and high–tech companies (businesses with less than 500 employees) in Arizona in connection with various export activities and services.  As part of this State Trade and Export Promotion (STEP) program, ACA will be offering a number of services and tools to Arizona small and medium-sized businesses through various types of technical assistance/capacity building and levels of financial support. 
STEP program assistance will include activities, events and services such as trade missions, international partner searches, export education seminars/workshops, marketing and business plan development, among others.  As an example, ACA will supplement current selected trade shows endorsed by the US Commercial Service (http://export.gov/eac/trade_events.asp) and provide funding for qualifying businesses to share a booth with another Arizona firm to exhibit their respective product(s), or participate in the US Commercial Pavilion or Executive Service (up to 50% of costs).  In order to receive funding, businesses will be required to apply for STEP funding and report potential business activity upon return.  Eligibility for some programs is limited to U.S. exporters self-certifying that their products or services contain majority U.S. content. 

The Application for STEP Grant Funding:

1. Evaluation process:  The application will be reviewed, and funding determinations will be based on availability of funding and qualifications of the applicant company.

2. Funding:  Funding levels will vary depending upon the specific service entailed as well as funding availability.  For example, the amount for Gold Key Matching Services awarded to selected applicants is limited to the amount of $700.00 ($885.00 for Mexico).  The amount for International Partner Search services awarded to selected applicants is limited to the amount of $550.00.  Funds must be used for a service concluding by September 30, 2012.

3. Reporting:  All Exporters are required to submit two post-receipt of services reports.  The first report is due within 15 days of the service, and a follow-up report is due 6 months after the service.  Reports shall consist of all successes attributed to the service including, but not limited to, the following: quantitative information regarding sales, future sales potential, agent agreements, distribution agreements, joint venture projects, etc.

4. STEP Program Funding:  This STEP program is partially funded by the U.S. Small Business Administration.  SBA’s funding is not an endorsement of any products, opinions or services.  All SBA funded programs are extended to the public on a nondiscriminatory basis.
Arrangements for people with disabilities will be made at all times in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and associated amendments. Arrangements for people with special needs will be made if requested at least two weeks in advance.
5.  Eligibility:  Eligible companies must be in the following industries: Aviation, Health & Life Science, Computer Software & Services, Clean Tech, Corporate Headquarters, Manufacturing, Research & Development, and Wholesale Trade & Distribution.  Interested companies may apply by contacting Kevin J. O’Shea via e-mail Kevino@azcommerce.com.  All applications will be reviewed, and approval notification will be done on a timely basis.  Funds are limited and are awarded on a first-come, first-serve basis.  

In order for us to assist you in meeting your export goals, please complete the application below.
	  What service are you planning to participate in:

	  Which country/countries do you plan to target/visit: 


	A. Contact Information

Company Name:

	Company Web Site:

	Contact Person:
	Title:

	Contact Tel: (    )        
	Contact Fax: (    )   

	Contact E-mail:

	Alternate Contact:
	Title: 

	Alternate Contact E-mail:        
	Alternate Contact Tel: (    )        


	B. Company Information

Company Activity: (select all that apply)
· Manufacturer



· Exclusive distributor   

· Export Management Company 
	· Service Company 

· Franchisor

· Other (please specify):              

	Sector: (select all that apply)
· Aviation & Aerospace


· Clean Technology
· Energy 

· Information Technology
	· Homeland Security & Defense

· Life Science

· Healthcare

· Other (please specify):              



	C. Product/Service Information

HS Code:

Does your product contain at least 51% U.S. content? ( Yes     ( No

	Briefly describe the product/service(s) you seek to promote. Include its applications and unique features that differentiate your product from the competition.  Describe its competitive advantages and unique selling proposition.


	How is your product typically distributed and marketed in the United States (and in other countries if applicable)? 



	What type of licensing or registration does it require in the U.S.?


	D. Business Objectives 

What type of business contacts are you seeking?            


· Distributor / Wholesaler                            

· Agent / Sales Representative 

· Franchisee
    
	· Joint Venture Partner or Licensee
· Other (please specify):

	Is your firm seeking representation on an exclusive basis in this market? (  Yes     (  No


	Please describe below any special features of your company's operations, interests, or objectives in the target market(s) that can help us identify potential business partners. 



	Is your company currently represented in this country or region?    ( Yes       ( No

	If yes, is your distributor aware you are seeking additional representation? ( Yes       ( No


Signature: ________________________________ Date:_______________________________

Title: _________________________ Company Name:_________________________________
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