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In Arizona, we kick the future into high gear. So do the top-level talented people moving here for unbeatable lifestyle and
opportunities. Arizona is a best state for business. We're 1st in the nation for job growth. We have the country’s largest
public university graduating the best and brightest in high-demand disciplines. Arizona’s undisputed top-line priority is
supporting and backing business. Icons Intel, Avnet, Boeing, GoDaddy and more thrive here. Our aggressive pro-business,
tax reductions and pro-growth legislation mean record relocations and expansions. Simply put, our state leads the pack. ARIZONA
When it comes to success, Arizona is all business. COMMERCE

AUTHORITY
Join us and find out why Arizona is the best place for your business at azcommerce.com.
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P Guest Editor

Planting the

Seed that Changes

the World

NN

S on the lips of many Phoenicians
as of late. With the harsh reali-
ties of our 2008 recession-era city

seemingly far behind us, I find the Phoenix of

today ripe with possibility and bursting with

xcitement. Hope. These words are

optimism. It seems there is nowhere to go but
up and forward! The innovative work of SEED
SPOT and other pioneering accelerators and
incubators have heralded this optimism with the
belief that community-grown entrepreneurism
is the key to local economic development.

The work of SEED SPOT has driven hun-
dreds of entrepreneurs to share and execute on
their ideas. Since 2012, SEED SPOT has helped
launch 288 ventures, resulting in the creation
of 742 jobs. Of these, 96 percent remain head-
quartered in Arizona and 82 percent remain
in business. This success is a mutual benefit
to our whole state and startup ecosystem, and
represents the great power of the incubator and
accelerator model. From the beginning, SEED
SPOT was founded on a culture of inclusion,
community building and the belief that what
Phoenix needed was a safe space for social en-
trepreneurs to launch and test their ideas.

SEED SPOT and the tech community in
Phoenix have created a model for the rest of
the country of what can be achieved through
collaboration. Without our network of over 500
local mentors, dozens of community partners,
the City of Phoenix and a deeply committed
board of directors, we would not be where we
are today: ranked a Top 20 Global Accelerator
by Gust and a Top 3 Social Incubator in the U.S.
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SARA SCOVILLE-WEAVER

by Cisco and UBI Global. Most importantly, we
would not be able to serve our entrepreneurs.

This fact shows our city’s greatest call to ac-
tion: We all must work together to create a deep
support network for those entrepreneurs willing
to tackle the world’s greatest problems through
the power of technology. So many of the issues
dominating headlines around the world—in-
creasing water scarcity, a large aging population
demanding new health care solutions and ref-
ugees fleeing war who are striving to integrate
into our communities—play out day to day right
here in our own neighborhoods. Our local issues
represent the biggest challenges and opportu-
nities for incubators and accelerators like SEED
SPOT to help tackle. We must continue to foster
this safe support system for the big dreamers of
our community who will become our next CEOs
and globally recognized innovators.

Investment in accelerators/incubators
drives the path of Phoenix forward. Our suc-
cess in helping young companies launch and
strengthen becomes our entire state’s success.

We need committed devoted citizens who
contribute to the city and drive innovation
from all genders, demographics and indus-
tries. Entrepreneurs and a workforce that are
making Phoenix a hub for high-tech compa-
nies represent great potential for the city to
grow and develop, and we must continue to
invest in their potential. @&

SARA SCOVILLE-WEAVER is Phoenix executive director for
SEED SPOT, whose mission is to educate, accelerate and invest in
entrepreneurs who are creating solutions to social problems.
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A sample of the programs and
cultures where creativity thrives

s it the space or is it the place? When it

comes to executing that next great idea,

what is it that can help take it to next level?

As Arizona evolves into a breeding ground
of innovation, many entrepreneurs realize
their old habits from study hall are not enough
to make winning ideas. Working in a home
office may be great for some businesses but
the energy and support that comes from being
part of a group outside of the home office often
can make all the difference between toiling in
anonymity or surrounded by others who aspire
to top-level commercialization.

That may come from an incubator, where
startups can access such needs as space
and training, or accelerators that provide
early-stage companies with mentoring and
pathways to capital in a set time period.
Sometime partnerships are formed with local

municipalities and academic institutions that
get involved as they understand the value for
economic development. Or commercializa-
tion may occur in group or individual settings
where companies and their employees embrace
non-traditional cultures.

Here is just a sampling of these entrepre-
neurial stations where the next great ideas are
being born in Arizona.

CENTER FOR

ENTREPRENEURIAL INNOVATION

This division of the Maricopa Corporate College
offers a collaborative community for innova-
tive early-stage and startup companies from a
variety of industries, including emerging tech-
nologies, software development, bioscience and
renewable energy. The Phoenix center offers the
services and space critical to the development
of these companies. This guidance and support
to commercialize the products and services
comes from the center’s proactive business
counseling and mentoring as well as its state-
of-the-art facility. The goal at the center is to not
only improve a company’s potential for prof-
itability but also become an economic engine
committed to creating jobs in Phoenix and the
region.

BIOACCEL

This Phoenix-based organization is dedicated
to supporting qualifying early-stage medical
device and technology entrepreneurs by suc-
cessfully navigating the “Valley of Death” as
their development is accelerated with needed
training, mentoring and early-stage funding.
One of its programs, Biolnspire, was created

in partnership with the city of Peoria to help
support startups while diversifying the city’s
economy. BioAccel’s premiere event is the
Solutions Challenge in which competitors

solve critical healthcare needs through the
advancement of medical device and information
technology solutions. The entrepreneurs are
encouraged to form multidisciplinary teams
vetted through an application process to decide
on finalists who pitch their medical innovation

AZTECHCONNECT.COM
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and business plan during a Scorpion Pit (think
“Shark Tank”) judging event.

AZTECHCELERATOR

Sometimes you just need some space—a little
now, much more later. AzTechcelerator is
offered by the city of Surprise as a business
incubator with a focus on new innovation, tech-
nology and entrepreneurship. The four-building
campus offers nearly 60,000 square feet of
flexible space, tools and resources to grow
businesses. There also is access to mentors
with expertise in grant writing, intellectual
property, accounting and marketing. In addi-
tion, AzTechcelerator also offers connections
through partnerships such as the University of
Advancing Technology in Tempe.

NORTHERN ARIZONA CENTER

FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND
TECHNOLOGY

More commonly known simply as NACET,

this accelerator actually has managed to create
a coordinated outreach that goes beyond its
offices in Flagstaff, thanks to partnerships in
northern and central Arizona. NACET offers
state-of-the-art facilities, virtual and live pro-
grams, funding access and community events
targeted to help startups with planning, build-
ing, launching and growing. It provides the tools
and connections that startups need through its
network of three partner incubators: Startup
Flagstaff; Innovations with the city of Chandler
and the Maricopa Center for Entrepreneurship
with the city of Maricopa. Add to the roster an
accelerator recently in opened Flagstaff.

SKYSONG

Technically, this 1.2 million-square-foot
complex in Scottsdale is named SkySong, The
ASU Scottsdale Innovation Center. But it’s
the connection with Arizona State University

AZTECHCONNECT.COM

that is the main driver. With ASU President
Michael Crow’s vision for “The New American
University” to include partnerships with the
private sector, ASU SkySong was designed to
help companies grow by providing business
services and programs—for example, new
technologies, capital networks and skilled
workers—offered or facilitated by the university.
Also included are the co-location of several
ASU units engaged in corporate engagement,
technology transfer, entrepreneurship, and
interdisciplinary research. The result has been a
community of individual tenants from startups
to Fortune 500 companies, and global partner-
ships with an entrepreneurial approach that
combines research, technology and business
development. This all has led to the Greater
Phoenix Economic Council forecasting Skysong
will generate more than $32 billion in economic
output and more than 10,000 new jobs across
the Phoenix metro area during the next three
decades.

IPRO

Sometimes a company creates an individual
culture that is its best motivator. When visitors
go to the job openings page of Tempe-based
Ipro and sees employees dressed in uniforms
suited for the bridge of the Starship Enterprise,
you get a sense this place is different. And it’s
not because it’s a startup. This leader in the
development of software solutions for the legal
profession was founded in 1989. It proudly

“« ¢

proclaims to “work hard, play hard” with “a ‘sun-
shine committee’ which creates fun activities
for all” But it’s global reputation comes from a
team that encourages a creative, forward-think-
ing work environment. As the website indicates:
“It is a truly collaborative culture where you can
learn from the best and we can learn from you.”
In the end, that’s really the common thread

whether it’s about the space or place. &
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It’s never too early to plan for
serving markets outside Arizona

ost startup owners are thinking about

global opportunities, even if they

may not say that out loud. Even as
they work on the important issues involved in
creating and building their businesses—product
development, IP protection, marketing plans,
obtaining funding—in the back of their minds
they are thinking globally. And if they have a
website, they are already open for business to
the far reaches of the Internet.

Until more recently, incubators and accel-
erators have not included much training or
resources regarding global markets. The
theory—and a good one for its time—was that
it is easier to be successful at home first and
expand outside the country later. The times
have changed, however, as have the entrepre-
neurs. Because interest in global markets is now
ubiquitous, incubators and accelerators must
incorporate more training and resources on
doing business outside the U.S. at the earliest
stages of their programs so startup companies
can incorporate global markets into their strate-
gic plans from the beginning.

Close+up O

It may still be true for some companies that
success at home is best before “going global.” But
for others, “being global” from the beginning is
the golden ticket because of the industry, products
and location of the company’s likely customers.

For both types of companies, incorporating infor-
mation and timing about global markets into
their strategic plans will help them be more
successful globally when they are ready.
For those companies taking root in
the Valley, a new resource is working with
»  incubators and accelerators on increasing
the information available about doing
business globally. The Metro Phoenix
Export Alliance (www.mpexa.com) is
a local, nonprofit, one-stop shop for small
and medium sized businesses, and is creating
and delivering Export Acceleration programs
and services suited to early-stage and high-
growth companies. For example, on September
27th MPEXA is presenting the first seminar in
the Lunch and Learn Series of the Center for
Entrepreneurial Innovation (www.ceigateway.
com) with the goal of helping young companies
include an exporting strategy in their business
plans from the start. Another example is a coop-
eration agreement that the Arizona Technology
Council, the Arizona Business Incubation
Association and Startup Mexico reached last fall
to help startups in Mexico and Arizona. Even if
companies do not begin exporting immediately,
they will be ready to act quickly when an interna-
tional customer or distributor request comes their
way. MPEXA is working with other incubators to
include similar programs throughout the year.

The world is getting smaller, and 70 percent
of the world’s purchasing power is outside
the U.S. The Arizona Technology Council,
the Arizona Business Incubation Association,
MPEXA and other resources are now helping
early-stage companies plan strategically to take
advantage of global opportunities as soon as
their businesses are ready. Are you ready? @&

KAREN DICKINSON is an international business and
intellectual property attorney at Polsinelli, and chair of
the Arizona District Export Council.

AZTECHCONNECT.COM



~ Participants in the recent

Startup Weekend

Group proves slow and steady not always the norm for entrepreneurs

or entrepreneurs, changing lives with a

product or service is the ultimate reward.

But when they can change their own com-
munity along the way, the rewards can be shared
again and again.

That scenario is happening with Startup
Tucson, a venture community started as a grass-
roots movement that has evolved into practically
its own culture as it captures recognition—and the
imagination—of Southern Arizona and beyond.

Justin Williams recalls that as director
of the Southern Arizona office of the Arizona
Technology Council he was charged with orga-
nizing a conference in 2010 that would bring
together local members of the technology
sector. While on the surface it was a success,
something more happened: 20 people came
forward to say they wanted to meet regularly.
“These were not the traditional players in eco-
nomic development; these were employees that
were at the companies. These were software
developers,” he recalls. That started Williams
thinking differently in his approach. “Along
the way, I've been looking for an event that we

AZTECHCONNECT.COM

could run that was more experiential and less
networking, more learning and doing.”

A friend introduced Williams to the idea
of a Startup Weekend. While organizing it, he
started meeting with Derek Neighbors, who
at the time was exploring opening in Tucson
a branch of the Chandler-based co-working
space Gangplank. As Williams started pulling
together different parties to be part of the
event, he discovered “this underground entre-
preneurial ecosystem that have been fostered
a little bit but there was not what I was calling
at the time much connective tissue between
them.” So he started hosting mixers leading up
to August 2011’s Startup Weekend, which drew
about 100 participants.

Coming off that victory and finding more
people wanted to keep doing something together,
Williams and others organized Startup Drinks to
keep momentum going. A year later “we got to
the point where we were already starting to run
what turned out to be an incubator,” he says of
the humble start of the Startup Tucson.

What has followed is anything but humble.



Leaving the Council, he ultimately became of
founder of the new group and is now its chairman
and CEQO, working with a host of others infected
with the entrepreneurial spirit to create a more
cohesive community. “Little by little over the last
five years, we started cobbling together mean-
ingful programming that was all built around
creating that connective tissue,” Williams says.

One of the more noteworthy programs has
been Thryve, a combination incubator/accelera-
tor that he and others say is better described as
a venture development program. Those selected
to participate are provided the tools to help turn
ideas into job-creating ventures. Since launching
last year, Williams says, $3.5 million in revenue
has been generated by the companies that went
through the formal segment of program and
more than 35 jobs have been created.

GROWING IMPACT

While that would be impressive by itself, the
overall activities of Startup Tucson have brought
more. There’s a tremendous amount of indirect
benefit, Williams says, such as people who find
employment through their participation. While
some organizations would consider an event a
winner because well-known companies attend,
for Startup Tucson “it’s not the company that
came to the mixer, it’s the job that was created
because of that. And it’s the coffee shop that gets
paid by that job.”

There are other benefits of involvement.
Some volunteer or mentor in a program while
others start their own businesses such as
Metropia and Moves the Needle. Add to that the
launch of programs in the community that are
tied to fostering an entrepreneurial economy.
“There’s a bunch of cool stories that have come
out of this,” Williams says. “Building vision that’s
shared, building momentum among the popula-
tion to go lead and do is a huge part of what we’re
trying to achieve”

For Startup Tucson, the vision is expand-
ing. The latest chapter includes the upcoming
TENWEST Festival. To get a quick picture

Closerup O,

of what that is, think South by Southwest, the
annual mega-festival in Austin. Williams says
a visiting high school friend observed during a
visit to the Old Pueblo that “Tucson has exactly
the same vibe that Austin did 20 years ago.”
Williams remembers thinking, “Wow, I never
heard anyone say that.” However, over the past
five years he’s heard that more and more. He
came to understand Austin didn’t start as a
tech community but rather a university town
with a music and art scene that stemmed from
that creative environment. What grew from
that beginning was a tech and entrepreneurial
economy for which it is well known.

Comparing Tucson to Austin, “there’s a lot
of similarities—and a lot of differences. We're
not going to build Austin but it’s not a bad role
model to be looking at and thinking about,”
Williams says. The same goes for the TENWEST
Festival. “We can build a festival that paints
our own future and paints the story we want
to become. It’s a forward-looking festival that’s
focused on technology, entrepreneurship, arts
and community.”

Also on the plate is Startup Tucson’s
launch of a Thryve program in Mexico, thanks
to a $50,000 grant from the U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA). “There is an enormous
opportunity that’s made up of the ingredients
of the cultural and the geographic relationship
that Arizona and Mexico have,” Williams says.
Helping is The University of Arizona’s relation-
ship with Universidad Nacional Auténoma de
México, the university system in Mexico, and
Tucson’s having strategic and special geographic
ties stemming from being just 60 miles from
the world-class manufacturing hub in Nogales.
Therefore, the SBA proposal for Thryve Latin
America, he says, “really focused on how do we
develop a strategy to maximize our location
as a border community around the emerging
economy there, specifically around the emerging
tech and startup community.”

Consider this one more opportunity for
Startup Tucson to share its culture of success. &

AZTECHCONNECT.COM
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) rizona has no shortage of
entrepreneurs with big ideas. But

even the best among them need the
right combination of resources to make a
meaningful impact in the marketplace.

Without the strategy and expertise behind
it, an idea is ... just an idea.

That’s where Arizona’s surging incubator
community comes in—those entities that
help innovators and early-stage companies
commercialize those ideas. And in Arizona, this
community has grown at a breakneck pace.

In fact, just five short years ago, you could
count on one hand the number of incubators
in Arizona. Today, there is a community of
more than 70 incubators, accelerators and co-
working spaces in the state.

AZTECHCONNECT.COM

Arizona’s thriving
incubators another sign
of startup success

The Arizona Commerce Authority
maintains a database of them on the Start Up
page of its website, which is intended to help
entrepreneurs and innovators access the tools,
resources and programs they need to go from
startup to success story.

It’s no wonder that Arizona’s incubator
ecosystem is on the rise. Led by Gov. Doug
Ducey, Arizona is embracing this evolving
marketplace, supporting a modern economy
by streamlining regulatory burdens and
rewarding innovation and entrepreneurialism.

“Under Gov. Ducey’s leadership, Arizona
has reached new levels of economic activity,”
says Sandra Watson, president and CEO
of the Arizona Commerce Authority. “Gov.
Ducey has made it his No. 1 priority to be
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the best state for business, and the results
are impressive. Our state’s strong startup
culture continues to thrive and we are being
recognized as a dynamic and innovative
business hub that embraces his vision for a
modern economy.”

The evolution of these groups has been
organic, many carving out a niche in a
specific sector or high-growth area. There are
incubators that specialize in medical devices,
bioscience, Conscious Capitalism, social
impact, veteran entrepreneurs, information
technology and much more.

The Kauffman Foundation this year
rated Arizona as the third best state for
entrepreneurial growth. Forbes ranked the
Grand Canyon State as third in the nation
for tech and info jobs, behind only San
Francisco and Silicon Valley. These are just
a few examples of a growing list of accolades
bestowed upon Arizona in recent months.

“Just in the past couple of years, the
programs that are out there for entrepreneurs
have just skyrocketed. All of this activity has
really lit a fire under our angel (investor)
groups,” says Russ Yelton, CEO of Phoenix-
based Pinnacle Transplant Technologies
and past board member of the National
Business Incubation Association. “Economic
developers have discovered that (creating
specific incubators) is a very effective way
to create jobs in their communities—and the
exact types of jobs that they want.”

Derek Distenfield of Bunker Labs agrees.
He is director of strategy and expansion for
the national incubator organization that helps
entrepreneurial military veterans.

Besides a robust veteran population,
Distenfield sees the Phoenix area as a
place for his group’s expansion in the near
future. This is due, he says, to a number
of positive factors: an excellent university
system, corporations that are “involved and
invigorated” in the startup scene and the
support of political leaders.

Arizona Commerce Authority 4k

“It starts with the people who are there.
Clearly, when we were down there for
(Phoenix) Startup Week, there was a group of
individuals who were excited about veteran
entrepreneurship and working together to
really bring the city to the next level,” he says.

Because the business models vary, it’s
difficult to measure the impact of the overall
incubator community in Arizona. But one
thing is certain: Incubators are resources
for startups to gain education, expertise,
support—as well as valuable, creative space—
so they have a better chance of success in the
marketplace.

Once a company comes out of an
incubator, that’s when investors start looking
at them seriously because they’ve gone past
the ideation stage. It allows these companies
to go onto the next round, which can involve
lucrative business competitions like the
ACA’s Arizona Innovation Challenge and
Invest Southwest, says Philip Bradstock, City
of Phoenix Business Attraction program
manager.

“Think of it as a pyramid. You have a
hundred different ideas at the bottom but as
you start working your way to the top, you
start to get the more crystallized companies
where the investors are taking a serious look,”
Bradstock says.

Tom Rainey, president of the Arizona
Business Incubation Association,
attributes the growth, in part, to favorable
demographics—a youthful population,
low cost of doing business and a good
transportation network, among other factors.

“There are a lot of things that really point
to Arizona being a very dynamic place for this
kind of thing to happen,” he says. “We’ve even
passed up other technology hotspots like
Boston and California in terms of the growth
of high-tech companies.

“It’s difficult even for those of us in
the industry to of keep track of everything
happening right now,” Rainey says of Arizona. @

AZTECHCONNECT.COM



P Message from the Governor

GOV. DOUG DUCEY

Rest of Nation Puts
Arizona on the Map

f you've scanned the economic-
development headlines in 2016,

N

is receiving an impressive amount of national

you've probably noticed Arizona

attention for creating an environment where
businesses are thriving.

As Arizona’s governor and an entrepreneur,
it’s invigorating for me to see startup companies
making a positive impact on our economy
and quality of life. We are experiencing an
entrepreneurial explosion that is unmatched in the
state’s history—and the nation is taking notice.

Just this year alone, Arizona has been
recognized as a top state in a variety of business
rankings: Kiplinger ranked Arizona the second-

AZTECHCONNECT.COM

hottest job market the country, the Kauffman
Foundation rated Arizona as the third-best state
for entrepreneurial growth, Forbes put us as No.
3 in the nation for tech and info jobs, and Chief
Executive magazine ranked the state the second
best in the Southwest for business and the sixth
best in the entire country.

This entrepreneurial ecosystem is supported
by dozens of incubators, accelerators and
co-working spaces that are helping early-
stage companies advance from idea to
commercialization. The Arizona Commerce
Authority estimates there are more than 70 of
these spaces throughout the state—places
where innovators can share knowledge, expertise,



creative space and resources.

The growth trajectory of these incubators has
been remarkable to watch. Not too long ago, there
was only a handful in the state. Now, Arizona’s
incubator community is not only thriving, it is
responding to market needs and being driven by
private-sector innovation. Many of these groups
are carving out a niche in high-growth areas, such
as in bioscience, medical devices and technology.

My administration is doing everything it
can to support this thriving ecosystem. Since
Day One, I have made it a priority to modernize
government and put into place common-sense
reforms to ease overbearing regulations and

Message from the Governor “«

and 21st century business models. Phoenix has
emerged as the nation’s best city for automotive
technology. This has created a welcoming and
innovative environment for autonomous-vehicle
testing by global giants such as Google, General
Motors and Uber.

In this edition, you'll be reading about the
creative spaces and creative people helping
entrepreneurs succeed in the marketplace. The
two go hand-in-hand.

The headlines and accolades we have received
are exciting but what’s most important is Arizona’s
long-term economic growth and quality of life. In
that sense, we are certainly on the right track. @

barriers to business success.

We are continuing to move our state toward

innovation by embracing the sharing economy

b g

What others are saying about entrepreneurship here

THE NEW

YORK TIMES:

“Bay Area Start-Ups Find
Low-Cost Outposts in
Arizona”

“Three years ago, Kate Rogers was
caught in the Bay Area struggle.
She paid the astronomical rents.
She did the crushing commute.
She lived the frustration of always
thinking about money even though
she was a well-paid professional in
the booming technology industry.
And then, just like that, the stress
went away. All she had to do was
move to Arizona.”

(Conor Dougherty, Bay Area Start-Ups Find Low-Cost Outposts
in Arizona, 8/21/2016)

MEDIUM:

Arizona: “There’s no
place better to start and
grow a business”

“Phoenix is thriving because
its people are dedicated to

fostering its community and gives
entrepreneurs and small-business
owners the opportunity to go out
and build sustainable success.
We’ve taken the Silicon Valley
concept and made our community
the go-to destination for those
who want to choose to look at the
bright side. If that’s you, | invite
you to come join us because in
my book, there’s no place better

to start and grow a business.”
(Clate Mask, The Silicon Valley Concept, 8/9/2016)

INC. MAGAZINE:
“Supportive environment
and ‘work-life balance’
can’t be topped in
Arizona.”

“According to think tank the Tax
Foundation, the 2016 corporate
tax rate in California is 8.84
percent, significantly higher
than Arizona’s rate of 5.50

percent. Additionally, California’s
maximum individual income tax
rate is @ whopping 13.3 percent
(the highest in the nation),
meaning that both entrepreneurs
and their employees don’t

get as much to take home. (In
Arizona, the maximum individual
income tax rate is only 4.53
percent.) In addition to the low
cost of living, some of the most
frequent reasons that the Inc.
5000 entrepreneurs gave as to
why Phoenix was a great place
for startups included proximity
to the Bay Area and the Western
United States (it’s a 90-minute
flight from San Francisco), the
supportive environment of the
entrepreneurial community, and

the work-life balance.”

(Anna Hensel, As Silicon Valley’s Prices Explode, More
Entrepreneurs Head to the Silicon Desert, 8/24/2016)

AZTECHCONNECT.COM



UPDATE ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

The Center for Negative Carbon Emissions’ novel air-capture
technology features a plastic resin that captures carbon
dioxide when dry and releases it when moist. The process
has promising new applications in creating carbon-neutral

liquid fuels, a greener alternative to fossil fuels. *;r-"

LIKE

WRITING BY > ROSE SERAGO
ASU researchers aim to pull fuels out of thin air

onrenewable fossil fuels give liquid

fuels a bad name. But all liquid fuels

aren’t fossil fuels and fuels don’t have
to be dirty.

Fuels are considered dirty when they put new
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, which causes
pollution and the buildup of environmentally
detrimental greenhouse gases.

But what if we could create fuels that recycle
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere rather than
using fuels that add carbon dioxide? Researchers
at Arizona State University are exploring the idea
of creating carbon-neutral liquid fuels. Think of
them as fuels created from air.

The endeavor builds on the advances being
made at ASU’s Center for Negative Carbon
Emissions (CNCE), which is developing a
technology that collects carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere using an air-capture technique that
literally scrubs the gas from the air then captures
it so it can be reused at an affordable cost. Think
of it as a carbon dioxide recycling program.

This would help close the carbon cycle, which
means making sure no new carbon dioxide ends
up in the atmosphere. It’s essential for ensuring
concentrations don’t surpass unsafe limits for life
on Earth. In addition to the environmental benefits
of removing carbon dioxide, excessive amounts of
it can be turned into carbon-neutral liquid fuels,
making it a renewable energy source.

How exactly can fuel be pulled from thin air?
First, CNCE researchers generate hydrogen by
using a renewable, carbon-free electricity source
such as wind energy or solar power to split water
through a process called electrolysis. Second, this
gaseous hydrogen is combined with the carbon
dioxide captured from air.
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What does this mixture produce? Methanol,

an alcohol fuel similar to ethanol. Voila! Fuel
from air.

Like ethanol, methanol can be blended with
gasoline or further processed into gasoline. It
also can be converted into plastics that would be
carbon negative or into other fuels such as diesel
and jet fuel.

The big impacts of this technology are
threefold. First, unlike fossil fuels, carbon-
neutral liquid fuels do not add greenhouse gases
or generate a net carbon footprint. Second,
unlike other renewable solutions, carbon-
neutral liquid fuels work within society’s current
infrastructure and energy systems. Third,
carbon-neutral liquid fuels can be stored long-
term and used when needed.

Additional niche applications of the air-
capture technology would make it possible to
use it to carbonate beverages, create high-value
chemicals and sequester carbon in products such
as graphene, plastics and carbon fiber.

“Making sure that our mobile sources of carbon
dioxide emissions, such as cars and airplanes,
are running on carbon-neutral fuels represents
a powerful way of achieving carbon neutrality,”
says Arvind Ramachandran, an environmental
engineering doctoral student working with CNCE
Director Klaus Lackner, a professor at the Ira A.
Fulton Schools of Engineering.

“Our search for a sustainable future is likely
to involve a combination of technologies—and
fuels from air will play an important role,”
Ramachandran says. &

ROSE SERAGO is on the Communications staff of the Ira A. Fulton
Schools of Engineering at Arizona State University.
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Arizona Center for Innovation a critical partner for Southern Arizona

reat business ideas are generated

everywhere—while sipping coffee,

while conducting research in a lab,
while figuring out a solution to an engineering
problem. Once the business idea has taken
shape in the mind of an entrepreneur, passion is
the driver to get out and do the necessary work
to launch that idea. Transferring the idea from
concept to invention takes commitment, work,
support and resources.

Where do entrepreneurs find the resources
and support they need to be successful?
Incubators and accelerators provide crucial
assistance. Startups need valuable insight from
industry experts across the spectrum, including
financial, legal and business expertise. The more
support new entrepreneurs can get through
experienced technology commercialization
organizations with deep backgrounds, the greater
their chance for success.

Tucson was ranked as one of the Top 5 cities
for entrepreneurs, by Entrepreneur Magazine
in August 2013 because there is a robust
entrepreneurial ecosystem
in Southern Arizona.
Various spaces and
programs have cropped
up to programmatically

Incubation
Workbook.

launch businesses into
the marketplace and
prepare them for funding
opportunities to support
growth.

Created in 2003,
the Arizona Center for
Innovation (AzCI) is
the longest-standing
business incubation

Az(P’s Mentored Launcp '7a provides
hands-on assistance to move ventures to

program in Arizona. It
is a component of Tech
Parks Arizona, which

the next level of husiness development. o

serves as “interactive ground,” a place that
connects The University of Arizona, community
and industry in the pursuit of technology
innovation and commercialization. Tech Parks
Arizona is part of Tech Launch Arizona, the office
that commercializes inventions stemming from
university research.

Located at the UA Tech Park, one of the
nation’s top-rated research parks, AzCI sports
an 18,000-square-foot managed facility that
includes offices, wet and dry laboratories, a
videoconference room, prototyping center and
meeting spaces.

AzCI fosters startups and emerging
technology companies from both the university
and the general community, helping them to
develop their ideas, discoveries, and next evolution
of products through customized programs.

This mix of both university and community
technologies creates a rich and diverse
collaborative culture that inspires and encourages
further innovation. AzCI also works closely with
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Dr. Paul Keim, director of TGen’s Pathogen Genomics Division
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TGen and NAU get critical approvals that will save lives

alley fever, a potentially deadly dust-

borne fungal disease, should be easier

to diagnose and treat, thanks to a
testing technology developed by the Translational
Genomics Research Institute (TGen) and
Northern Arizona University (NAU).

The test is now protected by a patent issued
Aug. 2 by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
Also, TGen and NAU have exclusively licensed
this technology to DxNA LLC, a company
based in St. George, Utah, that plans to make it
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commercially available to hospitals and clinics
upon approval by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) later this year.

Valley fever is endemic to Phoenix and Tucson
but also is spreading throughout the arid regions
of North and South America. It is an infection
caused by the microscopic fungus Coccidioides,

a pathogen that lives in desert soils and typically
enters the body through the lungs.

“Currently, there is no definitive test for valley
fever. Our new rapid, one-hour, genetic-based



test will provide physicians and patients with a
precise diagnosis, enabling prompt treatment
and preventing this disease from becoming more
serious,” says Dr. Paul Keim, director of TGen’s
Pathogen Genomics Division (TGen North) based
in Flagstaff.

“For the past decade, TGen has worked to
develop better tools and technology to address
valley fever, and we think it is critical to be able to
apply our cutting-edge science to problems in our
own backyard,” says Keim, who also is the Cowden
Endowed Chair of Microbiology at NAU and
director of NAU’s Center for Microbial Genetics
and Genomics (MGGen).

Valley fever most commonly causes a
progressive lung infection but also can spread to
other parts of the body, including the skin, bone,
brain and the rest of the nervous system.

Nearly 60 percent of those infected by
valley fever—including other vertebrates,
especially dogs—develop no significant
symptoms. However, some patients develop
highly debilitating symptoms, such as cough,
fever and fatigue. These symptoms are similar
to other respiratory diseases caused by bacteria
or virus, and often lead to delayed diagnoses
and inappropriate treatment. Very severe
valley fever can require lifelong treatment with
antifungal drugs and even result in death.

The new genetic-based test can precisely
identify both strains of valley fever: Coccidioides
posadasii, found in Arizona, New Mexico, Texas
and much of Latin America; and Coccidioides
immitus, which is found in California, Washington
and Baja Mexico.

Most infections occur in central and southern
Arizona. Each year on average there are an
estimated 150,000 cases in Arizona, resulting in
more than 1,700 hospitalizations at a cost of more
than $86 million.

UPDATE NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY

PATENT FOR MRSA TEST

TGen and NAU on May 12 received the first of
several anticipated patents from the nation of
Australia for a genetics-based test for antibiotic-
resistant “superbugs” such as Methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) a Staph bacteria
that annually kills more Americans than HIV.
Similar patent approvals for this MRSA test are
expected soon from the U.S,, Canada, European
Union, Japan, Brazil and other nations.

While MRSA technically refers to one
particular strain of Staph, the genomics-based
test developed by TGen and NAU and licensed
to DxNA can precisely detect multiple types
of drug-resistant Staph bacterial infections,
including drug resistant coagulase negative
staphylococcus (CNS), an infection much more
common than MRSA.

Staph infections are the most common
hospital-acquired or associated infections. While
most of the focus over the past few years has been
on MRSA, strains of Staph other than MRSA
are a much more common problem in terms of
incidence and total cost.

Due to the increasing use of implantable
biomaterials and medical devices, infections are
increasingly caused by CNS. This is a type of
Staph that is often resistant to multiple antibiotics
and has a particular affinity for these devices.

“We hope this technology will be adopted
worldwide by hospitals and clinics, and will
help identify and isolate these dangerous and
difficult-to-eliminate infections that have come
to plague our medical institutions,” Keim says.
“The result should be more rapid diagnosis,
improved treatment of patients and reduced
medical costs.” &

STEVE YOZWIAK is the senior science writer for the Translational
Genomics Research Institute (TGen). Connect at www.tgen.org.
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Chief education officer
arrives as new
computer effort starts

s Science Foundation Arizona (SFAz)
expands its efforts into the field of
education, the group has taken the
additional step of bringing on a leader with the
credentials to serve him well as the group’s first
chief education officer.
Luther Williams has agreed to accept
the appointment, bringing a national and
international perspective to the position as a
provost, dean, professor and researcher at Purdue
University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Washington University, University of Colorado
and Tuskegee University. He also served as deputy
director of the National Institute of General
Medical Sciences and chaired the White House
Biotechnology Science Coordinating Committee,
Council on Competitiveness.
Williams was selected to serve as the assistant
director for education and human resources
at the National Science Foundation to lead the
pioneering effort to incentivize systemic change—
an educational approach to STEM education
that includes all essential teaching and learning
components for all students. He is regarded widely
for his ability to affect collective impact in STEM
communities, advance a common STEM agenda and
contribute to the AZ STEM Network led by SFAz.
The new chief education officer will play
a critical role as SFAz and Grand Canyon
University (GCU) join forces in a new initiative
to bring computer science to every school and
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every student in the state, especially women and
underrepresented students of color.

GCU and SFAz have been recognized by
Code.org (www.code.org) as a Professional
Learning Partner. All three have made a
commitment expected to help build a strong
computer science pathway toward college and
career ready students.

For elementary schools in the Greater Phoenix
area, GCU is providing free one-day Computer
Science Fundamentals Workshops throughout
the year. This workshop will prepare teachers to
introduce computer science basics in their classes
or in school STEM-related programs in a format
that’s fun, accessible and relevant to elementary
learners. Participants will receive free curriculum,
lunch and six professional development hours. To
register for a free six-hour workshop at GCU, visit
www.gcu.edu/codeorg.

For elementary schools outside of the Phoenix
area, Code.org facilitators can come to them
anywhere in the state. Teachers will receive the same
free six-hour workshop at their school or district if at
least 25 elementary educators can attend.

For middle schools, Computer Science
Discoveries, an introductory computer science
course, will empower students starting in spring
2017 to create authentic artifacts and engage
with computer science as a medium for creativity,
communication, problem solving and fun.

For high schools, SFAz and GCU are
supporting 10 high school teachers from across
Arizona in their instruction of AP Computer
Science Principles for 2016-17. Teachers will make
immediate application of this new curriculum
organized around seven ideas at the foundation of
studying computer science: creativity, abstraction,
data and information, algorithms, programming,
the Internet and global impact.

To learn how your school can participate or
how to advocate for computer science in Arizona,
contact Linda Coyle at SFAz (Icoyle@sfaz.org) or
Kathryn Scott at GCU (Kathryn.scott@gcu.edu). &



other entrepreneurial support organizations in
town as well as across the state to provide a more
robust ecosystem.

AzCI guides companies systematically
through a business growth path to attract grant
funding and investments, and to support building
a team and customer base while ultimately
establishing new products in the marketplace.
This disciplined approach uses programs and one-
on-one support to guide companies to the next
level of success.

At AzCI, companies develop and execute a
successful business strategy, receive mentorship
from successful entrepreneurs and take a product
from idea to market—all the while connecting to
the resources of the university and the Tucson
community. AzCI client companies also have
access to state-of-the-art facilities and equipment
so they can focus on developing the company.

More than 100 startups have participated in
the AzCI program. All told, they have raised more
than $30 million in funding over the past 12 years.

Unlike a typical accelerator, AzCI accepts
companies into its programs year-round. But like
an accelerator, the core program is offered once or
twice as a cohort-based program.

Arizona Center
or Innovation

TECH PARKS ARIZONA

©

Az(l hosted a CEQ hoot camp workshop where
entrepreneurs used interactive and role-playing
activities to learn how to run their startups.

With the addition of co-working space,
other acceleration programs and promotion of
entrepreneurship in Tucson and around the state,
AzCI over the last few years has seen an increase
of quality in startups and emerging companies.
Also, the successful start of Tech Launch Arizona
has greatly enhanced the transfer of technologies
out of the university into the commercial space.
AzCT’s clients are now about 50 percent based on
UA technology in addition to student and local
startups going through the program.

Economic developers refer to this approach
as economic gardening because the local
economy is grown from within. Its premise is local
entrepreneurs create the companies that bring
new wealth and economic growth to a region in
the form of jobs, increased revenues and a vibrant
local business sector. The bottom line is that
the more successful the startup and emerging
companies are, the more successfully the region is
as a whole.

ANITA BELL is acting director of the Arizona Center for Innovation.
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Leaders of the new school and disruptors
trust 48 West Agency to build their brand
and create value. With a reputation for
delivering creative campaigns for some
of the world’s most ambitious companies,
the agency’s clients love its radically
transparent approach and commitment to
collaboration. www.48westagency.com

AAA Arizona responds to more than
550,000 calls for roadside assistance every
year, and provides automotive, insurance
and travel services to more than 900,000
Arizonans. It also provides discounts,
financial services and driver training
resources, and is a leading advocate for
motorists and travelers. www.az.aaa.com

Aagra Consulting is a strategic
consulting firm with a focus on mobile
communications, 10T, semiconductors

and global business development. It has
relationships with global cellular carriers
and handset OEMs/ODMs, including
dominant local brands in the mobile phone
market. www.aagraconsulting.com

Abbott Media Productions produces the
highest quality mobile applications, and

3D interactive and virtual environments,
specializing in product, logo and character
animation. Its mission is to provide the best
educational, marketing and sales tools used
across all digital platforms and broadcast
media. www.abbottmedia.net

Ackmann & Dickenson is an application
development and digital marketing firm
that delivers tailored technology solutions.
Its unique breed of digital craftsmanship
brings organizations to the forefront of
technology by providing expertise in mobile
and website/web portal development, user
experience design, and digital marketing.
www.ackmanndickenson.com

Advanced Business Learning is leading
provider of advanced continuous learning
and training reinforcement. Its expert team
delivers proven solution in areas such

as sales, strategic account management
(SAM) best practices and leadership
development, plus handson live IT and
cybersecurity learning training.
www.rdlearning.com

Aligned Data Center offers the first
payforuse data centers where you are in
control of the capacity you need, when you
need it. www.aligneddatacenters.com

Arizona State University’s W.P. Carey

School of Business is one of the largest
business schools in the United States,

AZTECHCONNECT.COM

To join the Arizona Technology Council, a member-supported group that represents
the interests of the state’s technology community, go the

with more than 13,000 students pursuing
undergraduate, master’s and PhD degrees.
www.wpcarey.asu.edu

Aspen Technologies is one of the
country’s premier turnkey systems
providers, specializing in data centers, IT/
telecom infrastructure, building automation,
energy management and electrical
construction. www.aspentechaz.com

Ava S. Butler partners with business
leaders to define and implement the
organizational changes required to support
sustainable growth, including strategic
planning, board development, governance,
leadership alignment and development,
organizational structure, and process
improvement. www.avashutler.com

AzSensco designs and manufactures
sensors for the OEM and consumer market.
azsensco.com

AZ Web Writers is an online content
marketing agency specializing in small
B2B industrial manufacturing businesses
with a product or service to market to
other businesses or manufacturers. With
persuasive and direct market response
writing training and long graphic web
design experience, it can position your
business in the specific market you are
targeting. www.azwebwriters.com

Balbec Capital’s investments typically
range across a broad spectrum that
includes consumer debt, small business
and small and medium-sized enterprises
debt in which the obligor has filed for
bankruptcy protection or entered into
another restructuring, as well as financing
and analytics services for local operators
that invest in similar portfolios.
www.balbec.com

You can count on Blue Fox Group as your
reliable and proactive IT and phone support
partner, whether you are a company with
no IT support or have a team already in
place. Its team of certified professionals
can help with phone, cloud and security
systems. www.bluefox.com

Bolste is designed to simplify work-life

and help businesses grow by providing
everything people need in a typical workday
on one intuitive, cloudbased platform.

It provides the tools they need to easily
collaborate and communicate, including
secure messaging, file sharing, task
administration, group calendars, contact
management, document creation and note-
taking. www.bolste.com

BrockTek designs, develops, manufactures
and operates unmanned aerial systems
(UAS) and subsystems for government,
civilian and commercial customers.
www.brocktekus.com

Business Centre offers business brokers
and merger and acquisition intermediaries
with deep involvement in Arizona’s
technology sector.
www.businesscentre.net

CDI Technology Solutions helps innovative
leaders at organizations like Honeywell

and IBM to free up and better leverage
their time, people, budgets and existing
technology. www.CDIITS.com

Celgene seeks to deliver truly innovative
and lifechanging drugs for patients.

Its vision is to build a major global
biopharmaceutical corporation while
focusing on the discovery, development
and commercialization of products for
the treatment of cancer and other severe,
immune and inflammatory conditions.
www.celgene.com

Cellular 3D helps surgical and restorative
medical and dental practitioners introduce
3D technologies into their practices,
including 3D surgical planning assisted by
simulations, models and guides, and 3D
printing of medical and dental implants and
prosthetics, with an eye toward developing
and advancing 3D bioprinting and bioink.
www.cellular3d.com

CMC Laboratories is a failure analysis
laboratory specializing in electronic
system and advanced materials. It works
for customers in a range of industries,
including LED lighting, automotive
electronics, medical devices and
packaging, power semiconductors, and
aerospace applications.
www.cmclaboratories.com

Cyberverse provides web email, web-
hosting and data center services; dedicated
servers, virtual servers; and professional
Linux server management, as well as
colocation space from single servers to
large cage space. www.cyberverse.com

Diamond Ventures is a privately held
company specializing in real estate and
private equity investments focused on
growthoriented companies ranging from
emerging technologies to manufacturing.
It works independently and with strategic
partners to develop, manage and invest
in residential and commercial real estate
throughout the Southwest.
www.diamondventures.com



Eagle Creek Software Services is the
largest U.S. onshoring software services
company and the first to establish

onshore technology centers. Servicing the
corporate enterprise, it provides consulting,
development, implementation, integration,
upgrade, and other technical and software
services. www.eaglecrk.com

Exagrid’s appliances are deduplication
storage targets for all industry-leading
backup applications. They allow IT
departments to use any combination of
industry-leading backup applications,
utilities, and database dumps to a single
system. ExaGrid grows as your data grows.
exagrid.com

Executive Command offers a unique
educational opportunity in leadership
development. It focuses on quickly
developing the skills and competencies
that are in the greatest demand today:
strategic thinking, crossfunctional
communication, operationalstrategic
planning and how-to execute strategies.
www.executivecommand.com

Galvanize believes in making education
and growth accessible to anyone, especially
underrepresented groups in the tech
industry. Whether you’re a founder, student
or just someone who wants to level up their
career, Galvanize wants to be a welcoming,
inclusive place where you can take the next
step in your journey. www.galvanize.com

Graybar specializes in supply chain
management services and is a leading
North American distributor of highquality
components, equipment and materials.

It serves customers in construction;
commercial, institutional and government
market; and the industrial and utility
markets. www.graybar.com

Hexagon Mining provides the solutions

for superior mine safety, operation and
planning. Its customers’ success depends
on automating and optimizing critical
workflows by integrating surveying, design,
fleet management, production optimization
and collision avoidance together in a
lifeofmine solution that connects people
and processes. www.hexagonmining.com

InfoArmor provides industryleading
solutions for employee identity protection
and advanced threat intelligence to help
organizations protect their most valuable
assets. From enterprise to employee, the
company redefines how organizations
combat an everchanging cyber threat
landscape. www.InfoArmor.com

As a global leader in providing workforce
solutions, Kelly Services and its
subsidiaries offer a comprehensive array
of outsourcing and consulting services as
well as worldclass staffing on a temporary,
temporarytohire and directhire basis.
www.kellyservices.com

Key Consulting is a project management
training and consulting company that
typically works with clients having
problems completing projects ontime and
to budget. It provides a range of courses at
your location or in its classrooms, including
PMP certification, Microsoft Project and
project management fundamentals.
www.consulting.ky

Kollasoft has emerged as a leading
provider of IT solutions and business
process outsourcing services. Its IT
specialization focuses on providing
transformational benefits and covering
three areas of expertise: IT environments,
IT applications and business processes.
www.kollasoft.com

Lawlogix Group assists millions of people
through its electronic 19 compliance,
EVerify and immigration case management
software with two flagship Software as

a Service (SaaS) products, Guardian and
EDGE, that automate the labor- and paper-
intensive 19 and immigration processes

for more than 165,000 organizations
worldwide. www.lawlogix.com

Whether you need to close security gaps,
detect threats or boost compliance,

Lynx Technology Partners is ready

to help. Its team delivers the depth of
experience, knowledge capital and
adaptive IT security solutions needed to
meet industry requirements, overcome
unique cybersecurity challenges and evolve
business. www.lynxtp.com

MK Strategic Resources is an HR
consulting group that leverages experience
in all levels of organization change: startup,
merger and integration, downsizing,

and organic growth. It has experience in
industries such as consumer brands and
products, health care, manufacturing,
business services, banking, insurance, and
technology. www.mkstrategic.com

Moss Adams provides accounting, tax and
consulting services to public, private and
nonprofit enterprises. Consulting services
include information technology, litigation
support, business planning, mergers and
acquisitions, wealth management, and
corporate finance valuations.
www.mossadams.com

Naamly is a “word of mouth” platform
conceived to build an individual brand and
identity for service professionals such as
fitness trainers and massage therapists
who interact with customers, provide them
lifestyle experiences and are the primary
reason behind establishments’ revenues
and success. www.naamly.com

Newbridge Business Solutions continues
to distinguish itself by delivering strategic and
customer-focused solutions. With a history

of intense call center consultation, it has
discovered an opportunity to create a new
advanced virtual call center technology.
www.NewbridgeBusinessSolutions.com

Nocturnal Design is a strategic brand
design agency. It guides individuals and
organizations in developing their great
ideas, products and businesses into
successful brands.
www.nocturnaldesign.com

OppsSpot provides consulting services
for startup and small technology
companies looking to commercialize their
ideas through strategic partnering and
government contracting and grants. In
addition, it has expertise in the fields of
systems engineering and conditionbased
maintenance/prognostics and health
management. www.oppsspot.com

PCS Mobile is a provider of proven
solutions for field forces to gather
information, access information and
manage these resources—anytime,
anywhere. It continues to plan for future
success by creating partnerships with
exemplary manufacturers, improving its
knowledge base and judiciously expanding
into new areas of mobile technology.
www.pcsmobile.com

Peak 10 provides IT infrastructure
solutions such as colocation, cloud services
and managed services to ensure the
24/7/365 availability and security of our
customers’ critical data and applications.
Customercentric and costcompetitive,

its solutions are designed to scale and
adapt to customers’ changing business
needs, enabling them to increase agility,
lower costs, improve performance and
focus internal resources on their core
competencies. www.peak10.com

Phx-IT’s bread and butter is onsite,
personable IT service for your business.
It loves to maximize productivity and
minimize data risk while helping you
manage your IT systems so you can
concentrate on running your business.
www.phxit.com
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Reach IPS provides a healthcare clinical
integration SaaS platform to track patients’
health post-clinical or hospital discharge.
www.ReachlIPS.com

Redflex Traffic Systems develops and
manufactures a wide range of digital photo
enforcement solutions, including red light
camera, speed camera and school bus
stop-arm camera systems—all using the
most advanced sensor and image capture
technologies. www.redflex.com

San Miguel Corporate Internship
Program’s mission is to serve the entry-

level staffing needs of corporate partners with
a reliable, high-performing student workforce
with experience gained through a unique
corporate work study model. Students work in
job-sharing teams to fill full-time, entry-level
positions in companies and organizations
throughout the greater Tucson area.
www.sanmiguelcristorey.org

Section1 is a Saa$S platform that reduces
the risk of IT project failures by connecting
leaders with highperformance solution
providers. www.section1.com

Shiphaus offers the simplest logistics
service in the industry. It will operate

as your strategic transportation partner,
providing customized operating procedures
to support your supply chain requirement
www.shiphaus.com

SingleHop is a leading provider of hosted
private clouds, managed hosting and
Infrastructure as a Service for businesses
and enterprises around the world through
a unique combination of enterpriseclass
technologies from industryleading
vendors and an awardwinning proprietary
automation engine. www.singlehop.com

Skyhook Interactive is an interactive
design and development studio that
specializes in custom WordPress solutions,
providing advanced development to
brands and agencies for marketing and
ecommerce needs. It deliberately has
narrowed its focus to provide outstanding
website consultation, construction and
support. skyhookinteractive.com

SNT is a market innovator of custom
intelligence products and services for the
power systems industry. Its tools enable
electric utilities to protect, optimize the
performance and reduce ownership costs
of their enterprises’ generating assets.
phoenix.brad@yahoo.com

AZTECHCONNECT.COM

SoftwareONE focuses on software
licensing through a team of experts who
work closely with customers to maximize
software licensing agreements.
www.softwareone.com

Solera Health is a personalized preventive
health network that simply and securely
connects patients, payers and physicians
with a new class of nonclinical healthcare
providers. Its technology integrates

a diverse ecosystem of community
organizations and digital providers

to manage patient identification and
referrals, reimbursement and payment
while supporting increased consumer
engagement. www.soleranetwork.com

Stauffer Consulting Group helps
companies create innovative strategy, drive
extraordinary growth and become models
of efficiency. www.stauffer.co

Strategic Support Solutions provides
nationwide coverage with hardware
maintenance contracts for most IT
hardware 24x7, cloud migration, hybrid
cloud solutions, IT-managed services,
website development and SEO services.
www.strategicsupport.com

Sun Automation is a leading solutions
provider for worldclass manufacturers

of industrial automation products. It
continuously strives to enhance its ability
to deliver wellconceived solutions, which
enables customers to improve their
productivity and competitiveness, as well
as the quality of their products.
www.sunautomationinc.com

Synel Americas’ complete solutions
help companies save time and money

by eliminating manual timekeeping,
integrating employee data into payroll
and HR systems. From eliminating buddy
punching to granting door access, its
workforce management solutions serve
a variety of needs while helping you stay
compliant and costeffective.
www.synelamericas

Sysazzle is a specialized technology
staffing firm focused on healthcare IT,
government, business and technology.

It builds relationships that are longterm,
thought-provoking, shared-fate and
solutionsoriented to exceed clients’ wants
and needs. www.sysazzle.com

Tango Commercial Real Estate’s
principals know the territory and the steps
it will take to achieve clients’ business
goals, whatever they may be. Whether
you’re a startup or a Fortune 500 company,

a landlord or a seller, Tango will be more
than just your broker. It will be your partner
in success. www.tangocommercial.com

Tevora is a full-service management
consulting firm focused on information
security, risk, governance and compliance
to partner with you throughout the
complete security lifecycle—from
conception to execution. Their MBAs and
CISSPs can help provide the big ideas while
doing the heavy lifting. www.tevora.com

Tucson Electric Power delivers safe,
reliable power to more than 414,000
customers in the Tucson metropolitan area.
TEP offers comprehensive energy services
through reliable, traditional resources and a
growing renewable power portfolio. It also
offers many ways to help customers use
energy more efficiently. www.tep.com

Varela Consulting provide tools and
resources for institutions that support
entrepreneurship, and offers training for
professionals with a passion for helping
startups. www.varelaconsulting.com

Vector Space Systems has been quietly
developing a launch vehicle specifically
designed for microsatellites weighing less
than 110 pounds. This is the only launch
system dedicated to micro spacecraft
and will allow satellites to be launched
whenever and to wherever you want.
www.vectorspacesystems.com

WestMEC (Western Maricopa Education
Center School District #402) is a unique
public school district that focuses on
handson learning, leadership development
training and industry certification to help
prepare today’s students for tomorrow’s
careers. www.westmec.org

WGM Associates delivers consulting and
managed services for IT infrastructure,
data analytics and cybersecurity to small-
to medium-sized businesses throughout
the United States. The firm builds upon a
history of providing expertise to financial
services; the legal industry; manufacturing;
and health care, education and nonprofit
organizations www.wgmllc.com

ZipRecruiter’s goal is to simplify the
process for both job seeker and employer.
Employers can find quality candidates

by posting a job to 100-plus leading job
boards and social networks with one click
and job seekers get email alerts with
postings that are tailor-made for their skill
sets and locations. www.ziprecruiter.com
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VISIONARY SPONSORS

APS | Arizona Collaboratory | Beyond Trust | Blue Canoe Marketing | Clark Hill PLC |
Commercial Real Estate of Tucson | cStor | CyrusOne | EY | Google | GuardVant | Indecomm Global Services |

Infusionsoft | MSS | Red Hat | Renaissance Personal Group | solugenix | Staff Matters, Inc. | Sun Corridor Inc. |
Tucson Embedded Systems | ViaWest | World View

For more information on sponsorship, visit
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