
 

  

 

RURAL BUSINES DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

 
Thursday, October 23, 2025, 10:00 A.M. 

100 N. 7th Avenue, Suite 400,  
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 
 

I. Opening Remarks, Call to Order and Roll Call 
Keith Watkins called the meeting of the Rural Business Development Advisory Council to order at 10:07 
AM.  Heather Escobedo, Arizona Commerce Authority, noted roll call.  
 
Committee Members Present  

• Mayor Tom Murphy, Pima County  
• Tony Boone, Cochise County  
• Danny Seiden, Maricopa County (Chairman)   
• Paul Ramsey, Apache County 
• Deanna Beaver, La Paz County 
• Tricia Lewis, Yavapai County  
• Jaime Chamberlain, Santa Cruz County   
• Mayor Doug Nicholls, Yuma County  
• Angie Harmon, Statewide 
• Keith Watkins, Arizona Commerce Authority (ACA)  

 
Committee Members Not Present  

• Julie Pastrick, Coconino County  
• Danny Smith, Graham County  
• Nathan Levi Esquerra, Tribal Representative     
• VACANT, Navajo County  
• VACANT, Mohave County   
• Dustie Robinette, Greenlee County 
• Fernando Shipley, Gila County 
• Steven Miller, Pinal County  

 
 

Others Present  
• Heather Escobedo, Project Manager, HR & Talent Management (ACA)   
• Teri Orman, Procurement & Accounting Manager (ACA) 
 

 
II. Consent Agenda - Approval of June 12, 2025, Meeting Minutes 

Ratify the action taken on October 14, 2025, meeting, due to lack of a quorum. 
Keith Watkins called to take action to approve; Paul Ramsay moved to approve June 12, 2025, meeting 
minutes, Tom Murphy seconds to approve; all in favor, minutes are approved. 
 



  

 

III. Rural Initiatives, Keith Watkins, Sr. Vice President, ACA 
*Ratify the action taken on October 14, 2025, due to lack of a quorum 
Keith Watkins called to take action to approve; Tom Murphy moved to approve Rural Initiatives, Deanna 
Beaver seconds to approve; all in favor, initiatives are approved. 
 

IV. Call to the Public 
Keith Watkins called for comments from members of the public. No members of the public were in 
attendance. 

 
V. Adjournment 

Keith Watkins called to take action to adjourn meeting; Deanna Beaver moved the motion; Trica Lewis 
seconded; all in favor; the meeting was adjourned at 10:10 AM. 

 

Karen Stamm
@Keith Watkins Justin and I are reviewing minutes for Oct 14 and Oct 23 to be sure they are ready for council review on Feb 17. We understand the 14th quorum issue and  the need for ratification on the 23rd. All good there. My only question is why Tricia Lewis' name was highlighted in yellow? It may not anything, just want to be sure I don't miss something. I can ask Heather Escobedo, if it doesn't ring a bell for you. 

Keith Watkins
@Karen Stamm the only think I can think of was to remind myself to ask Lauren about Lewis’ post.  She changed jobs from Cottonwood to Prescott-both are within Yavapai County which she represents.  Lauren says to ok to keep her on Council. 


